WORKING  COMMITTEE'S MANIFESTO                    235

resources and expressed their desire to support the cause of
democracy in Europe. If they must make their professions
in favour of democracy abroad, the Committee would
suggest that their first concern should be the introduction
of democracy within their own States in which today
undiluted autocracy reigns supreme. The British Govern-
ment in India is more responsible for this autocracy than
even the rulers themselves, as has been made painfully
evident during the past year. This policy is the very negation
of democracy and of the new world order for which Great
Britain claims to be fighting in Europe.

10.    As the Working Committee view past events in
Europe, Africa and Asia, and more particularly past and
present occurrences in India, they fail to find any attempt
to advance the cause of democracy or self-determination,
or any evidence that the present war declarations of the
British Government are being, or are going to be, acted
upon. The true measure of democracy is the ending of
Imperialism and Fascism alike and the aggression that has
accompanied them in the past and the present. Only on
that basis can a new order be built up. In the struggle for
that new world order, the Committee are eager and desirous
to help in every way. But the Committee cannot associate
themselves or offer any co-operation in a war which is
conducted on imperialist lines and which is meant to consoli-
date imperialism in India and elsewhere.

11.    In view, however, of the gravity of the occasion
and the fact that the pace of events during the last few
days has often been swifter than the working of men's
minds, the Committee desire to take no final decision at
this stage, so as to allow for the full elucidation of the issues
at stake, the real objectives aimed at, and the position
of India in the present and in the future. But the decision
cannot long be  delayed,   as India   is being committed
from day to day to a policy to which she is not a party
and of which she disapproves.

12.    The  Working   Committee  therefore  invite  the
British Government to declare in unequivocal terms what
their war aims are in regard to democracy and imperialism
and the new order that is envisaged, in particular, how